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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HEMS  40  RTH . 


Public  Health  Department, 

Adiscombe  House, 

Barnsley  uoad, 

H3MS WORTH, 

Nr . Pontefract . 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council, 
lr  • Chairman,  Mrs.  Day  kin  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information  and 
consideration  a report  on  the  health  and  health  services  of 
your  district  during  the  year  1953. 

As  in  previous  years  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  is  included  and  is  complementary  to  this  Report. 

I have  included  certain  details  of  the  personal  health 
services  administered  by  me  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for 
the  West  Riding  County  Council  go  that  you  may  have  a comprehensive 
report  of  the  work  done  during  the  year. 

further  increase  in  the  number  of  inhabited  houses 
brought  the  to  a],  to  3894  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  the 
estimated  mid  yemr  population  was  13670* 

The  number  of  births  during  the  year  increased  to 
316  compared  with  1952  figure  of  275  and  I am  happy  to 
report  that  the  number  of  still  births  fell  to  5 as  compared 
with  8 in  1952  . 

The  fall  in  the  number  of  infant  deaths  from  19  in  1952 
to  11  in  1953  is  encouraging  and  the  reporting  of  no  maternal 
death  is  very  satisfactory. 

No  serious  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  occurred 
and  the  total  number  notified  was  388  ao  compared  with  1-31 
in  1952.  Rather  surprisingly  the  notifications  of  pneumonia 
rose  to  90  compared  with  54  in  the  previous  year  and  there 
were  5 cases  of  acute  anterior  poliomyelitis,  3 with  some 
degree  of  paralysis . The  reporting  of  8 cases  of  dysentery 
and  6 of  food  poisoning  must  be  taken  as  a warning  of  necessity 
for  the  greatest  care  in  the  handling  and  preparation  of  food. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29421573 


Vaccination  against  diphtheria,  happily  again  absent 
from  your  district  during  the  year,  has  shown  a marked  upward 
trend  and  vaccination  against  whooping  cough  showed  a parallel 
increase.  In  vaccination  against  smallpox  there  has  also 

been  an  encouraging  increase  in  the  numbers  protected. 

Once  again  the  Home  Help  Service  has  been  used  to 
the  full.  There  was  a slight  reduction  in  the  number  of 
cases  but  the  total  number  of  hours  remained  virtually 
unchanged „ 

The  other  services.  Midwifery,  Home  Nursing,  Health 
Visiting  and  After-Care  under  Section  28  of  the  National 
Health  Act  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily  and  1953  has 
been  a year  of  satisfactory  progress  in  many  fields  which 
I had  in  previous  years  considered  required  improvement. 

In  conclusion  I take  pleasure  in  acknowledging 
my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
for  their  interest  and  support  of  the  work  of  my  department. 

As  in  previous  years  all  officials  of  other  departments 
have  co-operated  whole  heartedly  and  I wish  to  thank  them 
and  the  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their 
assistance  during  the  year. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Tiedical  Officer  of  Health, 
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PAET  ONE. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  of  the  District#,. 

4163  acres. 

Rateable  Value; 

£57,379. 

Product  of  a penny  rate 

£221. 

Population  (estimated  mid  1953) 

13,670. 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (at  31.12.53) 

3,894. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS 

life,  le 

Female 

Total . 

LIVE:  Legitimate 

161 

138 

299 

11  le  gi  timate 

7 

5 

12 

168 

143 

311 

STILL:  Legitimate 

2 

3 

5 

11  le  gi  timate 

- 

— 

— 

170 

146 

316 

CRUDE  RATE: 

Live  Births  - 22.8  per 

1000 

estimated  populati' 

Still  Births  - 15.8  per 

1000 

total  births 

• 

Illegitimate  - 38.0  per 

1000 

total  births 

• 

DEATHS  . 

!-■ 

CD 

, female 

Total 

AH  age  groups  (including 

Southmoor  Hospital) 

183 

134 

317 

All  age  groups  (excluding 

Southmoor  Hospital 

80 

57 

137 

Infants  under  1 year 

4 

7 

11 

Infants  under  4 weeks 

3 

3 

6 

Maternal 

NIL 

CRUDE  RATES. 

All  age  groups  - 23.2  per  1000  estimated  populati on. 

Infants  under  1 year  - 35.4  per  lQOO  related  live  births. 
Infants  under  4 weeks  - 19.3  per  1000  related  live  births. 


The  procedure  in  connection  with  transfers  of  deaths 
was  changed  as  from  the  1st  January,  1953.  Southmoor  Hospital 
is  now  considered  to  be  a "long  stay"  institution  and  deaths 
of  all  patients,  irrespective  of  original  place  of  residence, 
are  now  allotted  to  the  Urban  District.  To  obtain  the  modified 
figure  given  above  all  deafhd”  in  Southmoor  Hospital  of  persons 
resident  outside  the  Urban  District  have  been  deducted  from  the 
total  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General. 


' 
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C 0 MPARAT IVE  ST  AT  1ST  IC  S . 


BIRTH  RATE. 


1953.  1952. 


1951.  1950.  1949, 


Urban  District  (adjusted)  23.9 
West  Riding  16.0 

England  & Wales  15.5 


20  .6 
15.7 
15.3 


24.7 

15.8 
15.5 


21  .6 

16.3  17.2 

15.8  16.7 


STILL  BIRTH  RATE. 


Urban  District 
West  Riding 
England  & 'Wales 


15.8 

24.7 

22.4 


29.1 
24  .6 
22  .6 


25.3 

26. 

23 


45.1 

24. 


24.8 

24. 


DEATH  RATE. 

Urban  District  (adjusted) 


including  Southmoor  Hosp) 

28.3 

- 

m 

Urban  District  (adjusted) 
excluding  Southmoor  Hosp) 

12.2 

12  .0 

14.4 

13.1 

12.0 

"West  Riding 

12.1 

12  .0 

12.7 

11 .8 

12.1 

England  & Wales 

11.4 

11.3 

12.5 

11.6 

11.7 

3 * *' 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE. 

Urban  District 

35  .4 

71 .2 

22.2 

54.5 

60.3 

West  Riding 

29.3 

30-0 

31  .8 

35. 

38. 

England  & Wales 

26.8 

27.6 

29.6 

29.8 

32. 

. 
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The  principal  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the 
following  table,  which  includes  all  deaths  in  Southnoor 
Hospital 


Male  ] 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

4 

3 

7 

Infective  and  parasitic  disease 

- 

3 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

7 

2 

9 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

7 

- 

7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

3 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  other  sites 

20 

7 

27 

Leucaemia 

1 

1 

2 

Diabetes 

1 

5 

6 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

42 

26 

68 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

17 

5 

22 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

2 

3 

Other  heart  disease 

12 

14 

26 

Other  circulatory  disease 

7 

5 

12 

Inf  1 ue  nz  a 

- 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

5 

2 

7 

Bronchitis 

17 

7 

24 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

4 

- 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

- 

2 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  diarrhoea 

- 

2 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

3 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

5 

- 

5 

Congenital  malformation 

3 

- 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

19 

39 

58 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

3 

All  other  accidents 

4 

2 

6 

Suicide 

2 

2 

i 

• 

| 

i 

" ' ' - 

j 183 

I 

\ 

134 

i 

! 

317 

This  table  including  as  it  does  all  deaths  in  Southmoor 
Hospital,  is  not  comparable  with  previous  years.  By  deducting 
ICO  deaths  which  occurred  in  Southmoor  Hospital  it  will  be  seen 
that  a figure  of  137  corresponds  to  the  134  deaths  which  occurred 
in  1952. 


INFANT  MORTALITY 


The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of 
all  infants  under  one  year  of  age  classified  into 


death  of 
a ge  gro  up  s : - 


TABLE  11. 


Age  Groups 

T 

otals 

Cause  of  Death 

Under 

1 wk 

1-2 

wks 

L2-3 

wks 

wks 

1-3 

mth 

3-6 

mth 

b-9 

mth 

9-12 

mth 

M 

F 

Tot 

Br  onohitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Pne  umonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Prematurity 

2 

- 

- 

- 

"* 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Congenital  Heart 
Disease 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Influenza 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Cerebral 

Haemorrhage 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Congenital 

Malf  ormation 

1 

1 

' 

' 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

- 

■ 

“ 

2 

i 

1 

2 

’ 

A 

7 

11 

There-  has  been  an  encouraging  fall  in  the  number  of 
infant  deaths  from  19  in  1952  to  11  in  1953.  The  fall  has  occurred 
in  the  neo  natal  group  where  the  number  of  deaths  has  been  more  than 
halved . 


■ 


isa. 
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PART  TWO 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  incidence  of 
notifiable  disease  s:- 


TA3LE  III 

DISEASES  NOTIFIED  BT  TOWNSHIPS. 


Tovraships 

u 

§ 

£ 

-p 
© 
i — l 

u 

cc! 

o 

CO 

r« 

O 

o 

fcJ3 

$4 

•rl 

ft 

O 

o 

g 

CO 

CD 

i — 1 

CO 

o5 

<0< 

pne  unoni  i 

— srrn:  octette 

eg  Opened 

| Non-Paralytic 

Poliomyelitis - 

CO 

c3 

i — I 

0 

Cl* 

•H 

CO 

b 

Dysentery 

<35 

•H 

u 

C5 

i — 1 

& 

i 

i 

uO 

SJ 

•3 

o 

w 

•H 

O 

ft 

TJ 

o 

o 

ft 

Ophthalmic  Neon. 

.H 

w 

O 

i — 1 

d 

o 

© 

Is 

e-i 

• 

ft 

ft 

w ’ 

8 

Mi 

o 

u 

© 

o 

p 

Eh 

i — 1 

2 

•l. 

u 

o 

j 

rn 

53 

Eh 

O 

EH 

j HEISWOHTH 

32 

62 

15 

35 

1 

2 

7 

8 

~ 

3 

- 

6 

1 

172 

| FITZ.vILLlAI'I 

7 

65 

25 

- 

- 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

no 

! KBI3LEY 

1 

7 

i 

59 

30 

2 

2 

1 - 

1 

! 

j l 

1 

1 

3 

1 

106 

| 

TOTALS 

46 

63 

139 

I 

90 

3 

2 

i 

i 12 

l 

8 

| 

3 

i 6 

12 

1 3 

388 

TABLE  IV. 

CASES  NOTIFIED  ' "ONTH  BY  MONTH* 


l 

Disease  s 

i 

i 

i 

i 

I 

January 

j February  j 

1 

x:  ! 

2 j 

■Pi  ' 
j 

April 

jgj 

a 

l-0 

July 

August 

September 

October 

5* 

O 

P 

S 

© 

> 

o 

December 

TOTALS 

i 

Scarlet  Paver  > 

l 

s 

7 

6 

l 

5 

3 

- 

6 

- 

_ 

4 

8 

1 

46 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

2 

- 

3 

- 

23 

8 

27 

63 

Neasle s 

| 

16 

7 

8 

33 

41 

14 

14 

1 

3 

2 

- 

- 

139 

1 

Pne  unoni  a 

i 

Acute  Anterior 
Poliomye litis 

12 

10 

14 

5 

13 

6 

2 

2 

4 

10 

6 

6 

90 

(paralytic) 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

3 

( Non- Para lytic) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

2 

- 

-- 

- 

2 

Erysipelas 

2 

- 

i 

1 

2 

- 

1 

— 

1 

- 

1 

3 

12  | 

Dysentery 

1 

- 

1 

6 

- 

- 

8 

/■alar  i a 

” 

! 

| " 

| 1 

_ 

*"* 

2 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

I 

- 

- 

_ 

6 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Oph  t ha  lmi  c Ne  on . 

- 

i 

1 1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Pul.  Tuberculosis 

1 

i 3 

2 

. _ 

_ 

- 

1 

i 

12 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

I 

1 

j 

i - 

r 

" 

1 

1 

m 

- 

3 

TOTALS 

36 

25 

1 3 2 

| 48 

5 63 

22 

24 

20 

14 

40 

26 

38 

388 

. 


■ 


. 
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TABLE  V. 


CASES  CLASSIFIED  INTO  AGE  GROUPS. 


i 

I 

I 

Disease 

Under  1 year 

1 to  2 years 

CO 

!h 

ci 

pc 

o 

-p 

CO 

w 

fc3 

8? 

CD 

O 

-P 

m 

10  to  14  years 

i 

cq 

% 

<D 

CM 

O 

-P 

LO 

rH 

to 

p 

c. 

CD 

CO 

O 

-P 

ID 

CM 

I 

co 

ji 

■41 

o 

-P 

ID 

CO 

W 

2 

9 

CD 

O 

-P 

ID 

65  and  over  j 

TOTAL 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

6 

11 

25 

- 

- 

- 

46 

Whooping  Cougjr. 

5 

17 

22 

18 

1 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

63 

lieasles 

7 

45 

46 

40 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

139 

pneumonia 

3 

7 

14 

19 

2 

6 

14 

7 

15 

3 

90 

Acute  (paralytic) 

3 

3 

Anterior 

Poliomyelitis 

(Non-paralytic) 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Erysipelas 

1 

4 

7 

12 

Dysentery 

2 

3 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

8 

Ala  lari  a 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

6 

Ophthalmic  Neonatorum 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

“ 

. 

” 

- 1 

- 

1 

Non- Pulmonary 

i 

Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

■ 

- ! 

- 

3 

pulmonary  Tuberculosis 



- 

1 

1 

3 

i 

- 

i 

5 i 
! 

2 

12 

17 

82 

100 

105 

i 

i 

— 

9 

! 

12  1 

17 

i 

9 

~i — 

24  1 13 

i 

388 

Although  there  was  a substantial  decrease  in 
the  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  disease  from  431  in  1952 
to  388  in  1953  there  were  some  diseases  which  showed  a marked 
increase  on  the  pr  evious  year  . Dysentery  and  Food  Poisoning 
together  accounted  for  14  notifications  and  give  a warning  of 
the  necessity  for  scrupulous  cleanliness  in  the  preparation 
and  handling  of  food  . 


Tuberculosis  . 


i I l 
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The  following  table  summarises  the  particulars  contained 
in  the  Tuberculosis  Register:- 

TABLS  VI 


i 

Number  of  Cases 
in  Register 

Respirat  ory 

M F 

Non- Re  s p i r a t or y 

M F 

Total 

As  at  1st  January, 
1953 

49 

45 

17 

16 

127 

New  cases  added 
during  1953 

11 

3 

1 

2 

17 

Removed  during  1953 
through 

(a)  Death 

5 

2 

7 

(b)  Recovered 

1 

2 

4 

1 

8 

(c)  Removed  from 
district 

3 

3 

6 

Totals  at  31st 
December,  1953: 

51 

41 

14 

17 

123 

New  notifications  during  the  year  show  an  encouraging  drop  to 
17  when  compared  with  the  1952  figure  of  30* 

D IPIITHER IA  I 1 iUN  IS  AT  ION . 

0 - 4 years  5 - 14  years  Total 

No.  of  children  who  completed 

a full  initial  course  during  141  47  188 

1953. 

No.  of  children  who  received 

’’Booster"  injections  during  - 73  73 

1953. 

Total  No.  of  children  now 

considered  protected.  548  1962  2510 

Tho  total  number  of  children  now  considered  to  be  protected 
has  risen  by  325.  This  is  encouraging  but  it  will  be  noted  that  in 
a year  when  316  live  births  occurred,  only  188  children  completed  an 
initial  course,  a figure  which  leaves  no  room  for  complacency. 


. 
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"i'VHOOP  DJG  COUGH  IIL-UHISAT  ION . 

0-4  years  . 5 - 14  ye  ar  s * Total 

No#  of  children  who  completed 

a full  initial  course  during  197  - 197 

1953. 

Total  No.  of  children  now 

considered  protected.  270  1 271 

The  scheme  approved  by  the  County  Council  in  May,  1952  is 
now  showing  results  and  the  number  who  completed  an  initial  course 
is  quite  satisfactory. 

VACC  DIAL  ION . 


The  number  of  persons  vaccinated  during  1953  is  as  follows 


Age  at  date  of 
vaccination 

Under 

One 

1-2 

2-4 

i — t 

i 

LO 

15  and 

over 

Total 

Frimary  vaccination 

65 

9 

10 

23 

36 

143 

Re-vaccination 

.. 

6 

57 

63 

There  has  been  an  encouraging  increase  in  the  number  of 
successful  vaccinations  during  the  year 


PART  III. 

MATERNITY  AMD  CHILD  .TEL FARE • 


HEALTH  VISIT  BIG . 


The  number  of  visits  made  by  the  three  Health  Visitors  in  the 
district  during  1953  were  as  follows 


First  Visits  . 

Total  Visits 

To  expectant  mothers 

42 

106 

To  children  under  1 year 

292 

1,615 

To  children  1 - 5 years 

— 

2,838 

To  Tuberculous  cases 

— 

157 

Others 

— 

1,654 

Totals  : 

"533 

67370  ' 

As  in  previous  years  visits  to  children  under  1 year  have 


been  most  satisfactory.  There  has  also  been  a substantial  increase 
in  the  total  number  of  visits. 

CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS. 

These  are  held  weekly  at  Hemsworth  and  Fitzwilliam  with  a 
doctor  and  Health  Visitor  in  attendance.  52o  children  made  2,735 
visits  during  the  year. 

Once  again  I take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  voluntary 
workers  for  their  valuable  work  in  the  infant  welfare  clinics. 
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An  Ultra  Violet  Ray  clinic  was  held  three  times  per  week  at 
Hems  worth  and  during  the  year  59  children  from  the  Urban  and  Rural 
districts  attended  for  treatment* 

ANTENATAL  CLINICS. 


These  are  held  wee kly  at  Hensworth  and  Fltzwilliam  with  a 
doctor  and  the  local  midwives  in  attendance.  321  expectant  mothers 
attended  during  the  year. 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICES. 


Three  fully  qualified  midwives  were  employed  full  time  in 
the  district  and  during  the  year  they  attended  at  199  confinements. 
Gas  and  Air  analgesia  was  used  in  169  cases,  and  Pethidine  in 
120  cases. 

MATERNITY  HOMES. 


108  women  were  confined  away  from  home  because  of  unsuitable 
home  conditions  or  because  of  medical  condition  requiring  specialist 
care.  St.  Helen  Hospital,  Barnsley;  South  Elmsall  Maternity  Home; 
Walton  Hall  ..aternity  Home;  Wakefield  General  Hospital;  hnygates 
Maternity  Hospital;  Leeds  Internity  Hospital  were  the  hospitals 
where  these  confinements  took  place  . 

CARE  OF  THE  PREMATURE  INFANT. 

23  premature  births  were  notified  during  the  year,  each  case 
being  specially  investigated  and  advice  and  help  given  as  required. 

Details  of  survival  of  these  infants  are  as  follows 


Total 

;;  Died  within 

Survived 

Live  Still 

24  hours 

1 week 

4 weeks 

over  4 weeks 

Domiciliary 

3 

1 

- 

2 

Institutional 

19  1 

2 

— 

— 

17 

Total 

22  1 



3 

— 

— 

19 

There  has  been  a satisfactory  improvement  in  the  number  of 
premature  babies  who  survived  in  1953. 


PART  FOUR. 


CARE  A ND  AFTER  CARE. 


HOME  NURSING  SERVICE. 

Two  full-time  home  nurses  and  one  relief  nurse  made  6,311 
visits  to  patients  in  their  own  homes  during  the  year. 
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HO  ME  HELP  SERVICE. 


TABLE  VIII 


Type  of  Case 

No.  of 

case  s 

— 

Total  hours 
employed 

L&ternity 

29 

2,165 

Tuberculosis 

1 

48 

Aged 

46 

13,419 

Others 

12 

1,046 

Totals 

88 

16,678 

Once  again  this  valuable  service  has  been  used  to  its  full 
capacity  with  the  greatest  demand  on  help  to  the  aged. 

NA  TIQNAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  (Section  47). 


I am  happy  to  report  that  no  cases  during  1953  required  action 
under  this  Act. 

MENTAL  HEALTH. 


The  number  of  patients  under  supervision  and  guardianship 
at  31.12  *53  were  as  follows 

Statutory  supervision  - 22 

Voluntary  supervision  - 5 

Guardianship  - 1 

PART  FIVE. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

7 ambulances  operate  from  the  South  Kirkby  Depot.  The  staff 
consists  of  one  Depot  Superintendent,  19  drivers  and  3 telephonists. 
During  the  year,  21,689  patients  were  carried  179,046  miles  in 
5,804  journeys. 

LABORATORY  SERVICES. 


The  arrangements  of  previous  years  continue  to  operate 
satisf act orily . 
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PAIff.  SIX. 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


CL  HI  ICS. 


A Consultant  Clinic  is  held  weekly  at  Kemsworth  with  an 
Assistant  County  medical  Officer  and  a School  Nurse  in  attendance. 

At  Fitz^villiam  a Minor  Ailments  Clinic  is  held  weekly  where 
a Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse  attend. 

No.  of  pupils  who  attended  during  the  year  were 

No.  of  children.  Total  attendances. 


pit  zwi  11  iam 

209 

773 

Hemswor  th 

416 

1,015 

The  figures  for  Hemsworth  include  a number  of  children  from 
the  Rural  District  who  were  invited  for  special  examination  by 
the  doctor . 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 


Routine  school  medical  inspections  were  carried  out  during 
the  year.  Of  692  pupils  examined  2o9  defects  were  found  and  196 
pupils  were  referred  for  treatment . 

CLEANL  HIES  3 INSPECT  10 NS  . 

Total  number  of  examinations  in  th->  schools 

by  the  school  nurses  - 5,159 

Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found 

to  be  infested  - 172 

CK ILD  GU  IDAHO  E • 

11  cases  wore  referred  to  the  psychologist  for  treatment 
during  the  year. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINICS. 

10  Consultant  Clinics  were  held  during  the  year  and  80 
children  from  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  were  dealt  with. 

44  treatment  clinics  were  held  by  the  Orthopaedic  Tiurs-e 
and  4 6 children  from  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  made  664  atte^daropp 

EYE  CLINICS. 


596  children  from  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  attended 
37  Eye  clinics  held  at  premises  throughout  the  Division.  214 
children  were  prescribed  glasses. 

SPEECH  THERAPY  CLINICS. 

127  sessions  were  held  and  39  children  from  the  TTrban  r'r'I 
Rural  Districts  attended  for  treatment  . 
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HE  MS  WORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’ S ANNUAL  ' 
REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED 


31st  DECEMBER,  1953, 


Sanitary  Department, 

White  Hall, 

H2MSW0RTH, 

Hear  Pontefract. 


Sanitary  Inspector's  Annual  Report  for  the 
Year  Snd ing  51st  December,  1955 . 


Mr . Chairman,  Mrs  » Day  kin  and  Gentlemen, 

I be g to  present  for  your  approval  my  fourth  Annual 
Report  on  the  sanitary  administration  of  your  district.  This 
report  is  sub-divided  into  four  parts  for  ease  of  reference. 

PART  I. 


1.  HOUSING'. 


There  was  a variety  of  solid  achievement  under  this 
heading  during  the  year  by  way  of  new  housing  and  repair  works  and 
improvements  to  existing  housing,  as  the  figures  shown  below  will 
demonstrate  » 

(a)  Hew  Housing . 


The  Coal  Industry  Housing  Association  began  work  on  the 
construction  of  142  houses  on  a 15  acre  site  at  Fitzwilliam  and 
the  first  of  these  houses  were  occupied  by  miners'  families  during 
August.  The  Council  built  bungalows  on  sites  at  He  ns  worth  and 
Kinsley  and  made  further  advances  by  way  of  reducing  the  number  of 
applicants  for  houses  on  the  Council's  "points  Scheme"  Lists. 

Tenders  were  accepted  for  a further  38  traditional  type  houses  for 
construction  on  the  Council’s  Highfield  Estate  at  Kemsworth  as  the 
year  ended. 

(b)  Repair  work  an  improvements . 

Repair  works  to  existing  houses  within  the  district 
followed  the  pattern  of  recent  years.  Council  owned  and  N.C.B. 
owned  dwellings  -were  maintained  by  the  use  of  direct  work  departments, 
both  of  which  •'were  obviously  efficient  as  few  complaints 
filtered  through  to  the  Health  Department  from  tenants  of  these 
houses  . 


A feature  of  the  year  was  the  installation  by  the  Council 
of  radiators  in  the  aluminium  type  bungalows  to  combat 
complaints  of  dampness  due  to  internal  condensation.  It  is  hoped 
that  these  installations  will  prove  to  be  effective  . 

(c)  Maintenance  of  Post-War  Dwellings  . 


Privately  owned  dwellings  let  on  the  usual  weekly 
tenancy  presented  a far  more  difficult  problem.  Many  owners 
claimed  that  the  cost  of  repair  works  prohibited  efficient 
maintenance  of  their  properties.  A further  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  finding  local  contractors  with  sufficient  labour 
available  to  carry  ou:  repair  works  to  privately  owned  dwellings, 
and  the  service  of  statutory  notice  to  enforce  repair  works  tended 
to  have  little  meaning  when  this  position  was  encountered. 
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(d)  Sub-standard  Properties  . 


There  is  a sad  note  to  the  housing  record  for  the  year  in 
the  continued  but  unavoidable  occupation  of  substandard  houses 
at  Kinsley  and  Hemsworth.  The  Kinsley  property  particularly 
was  indeed  a problem  to  all  concerned  - owners,  tenants  and  the 
Council.  Some  of  these  properties  are  a very  real  menaae  to  the 
health  of  the  occupants  and  a veritable  eyesore  to  the  locality. 
The  Council  have  high  hopes  of  some  clearance  work  here  in  the 
foreseeable  future,  but  this  work  is  controlled  by  the  limited 
housing  allocation  available  and  no  spectacular  clearance  schemes 
appear  possible  for  some  considerable  time . 

(e)  Overcrowding. 


The  exact  position  with  regard  to  ever  crowding  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  was  not  known  during  the  year. 

A survey  would  be  required  for  this  information.  Seven  cases 
of  overcrowding  were  -..specially  investigated  during  the  year. 

(f)  Council  House  Letting  Policy. 

The  Council  continued  the  policy  of  the  letting  of  Council 
houses  from  a prepared  "points  Scheme"  List.  There  were  95 
removals  to  Council  houses  during  the  year,  either  by  way  of 
new  entrants  Dr  exchange  of  tenancies.  As  in  recent  years, 
the  ingoing  tenant  was  responsible  for  his  own  removal  arrangements 
and  a supervisory  spray  treatment  was  undertaken  of  bedroom 
furniture  at  the  Council  house  concerned.  A fee  of  £l  was 
charged  for  this  work. 

(g)  Verminous  and  Dirty  Houses . 

23  houses  -ere  either  reported  or  found  to  be  verminous  and 
the  appropriate  treatment  was  given  in  each  case  to  clear  bug 
infestations.  A further  20  houses  were  found  to  be  below  a 
reasonable  state  of  cleanliness . Visits  of  inspection  were 
made  in  an  attempt  to  bring  the  properties  concerned  to  a 
reasonable  standard. 


Housing  Statistics. 


Hew  Housing  Construction. 


Humber  of  new  dwellings  built  and  occupied  during  the  year. 


Council  bungalows  - Kinsley  and  Hemsworth  34 

privately  owned  - Kinsley  2 

Privately  owned  - Hemsworth.  2 

National  Coal  Board  (Coal  Industry  Housing  Assn.)  108 


146 


Humber  of  dwelling  houses  occupied  in  district  31.12.53.  3S64. 
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Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year. 


Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  . 236 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  414 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  needing  further  action:- 

Number  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  Approx.  50 
habitation.  require 

immediate 

attention. 

Number  (excluding  those  above)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation.  132 


Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  126 


Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  6 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

By  o-wner  s 6 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


2 . KU ISANC  E INS  PECT  IONS  . 


A 'wide  variety  of  complaints  within  the  meaning  of  the 
term  "prejudicial  to  health  or  a nuisance"  were  investigated 
and  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  responsible  persons  for 
abatement . 

The  following  table  is  relevant  to  this  work. 


No  inspections  in  1953  for  nuisances  638 

Nuisances  in  hand  1952  14 

Nuisances  found  in  1953  219 

Total  needing  abatement.  233 

Abated  during  1953  216 

No  of  summonses  or  other  legal 

proceedings  Nil. 

Informal  notices  served  219 

" " complied  with  202 

Statutory  notices  served  6 

" " complied  with  6 
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SAN  IT  ARY  AC  00  I/NDDAT  ION . 


5 . 


This  was  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year:- 


No  . of  houses  within  the  district  3864. 

. No*  of  houses  with  one  or  more  W.C.'s 

connected  to  sewer  3792 

No.  of  houses  drained  to  Cesspools  33 

No.  of  houses  with  pail  or  tub  closets  9 

No.  of  houses  with  privies  with  covered  middens  28 
No.  of  houses  drained  to  small  sewerage  disposal 

plants  2 

Privy  Closets . 

There  were  28  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year.  They  serve 


in  the  main  either  very  old  property  due  for  demolition  or 
isolated  property  which  it  is  impossible  to '-s ewer , but  it  was 
possible  to  abolish  2 during  the  year  and  to  replace  them  by 
H .C . ' s and  dustbins.  A £5  grant  was  made  to  each  of  the  owners 

of  the  properties  concerned  to  assist  in  this  work. 

Ashpits . 


The.  last  of  the  large  communal  type  of  ashpit  once 
prevelant  within  the  district  was  abolished  during  the  year 
at  Kinsley.  Smaller  ashpits  at  Victoria  Street,  Hague  Terrace, 
Kinsley  Street  and  Bond  Street,  serving  in  all  38  houses,  were 
replaced  by  dustbins.  Six  small  ashpit  type  of  structures 
continued  in  use,  5 of  which  served  shop  property  and  were 
used  for  the  storage  of  salvage  only. 

Remaining  ashpits  were  sited  as  follows 

Kirkby  Road,  Hensworth  - 5. 

Royd  Jib  or  - 1 . 

Ce  sspools . 

33  houses  were  drained  to  cesspools  withir  the  district 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  an  increase  of  two  on  the  previous  year. 
The  additional  two  cesspools  were  provided  for  new  dwelling 
houses  at  Hemsrorth.  In  all  cases  the  properties  concerned 

cannot  be  drained  to  the  sewerage  system  due  to  the  absence  of  a 
sewer  within  a reasonable  distance.  The  cleansing  of  cesspools 
was  undertaken  by  the  Council  by  means  of  a mechanically  operated 
vehicle  complete  with  pumping  apparatus.  This  work  cost 

£468  for  the  year  ending  51st  Llarch,  1954. 

General  Position. 

99%  of  the  properties  within  the  district  were  drained  to 
the  main  sewer.  Additional -new  houses  at  Kinsley,  Fitzwilliam, 
and  Hemsworth  draining  to  the  existing  sewerage  systems  served 
to  force  attention  on  the  limited  capacities  of  the  Kinsley  and 
Hemsworth  Sewage  Works. 


4 . VATER  SUPPLY. 

All  the  houses  within  the  district  enjoyed  a piped  supply 
of  water.  Complaints  were  roceived  from  time  to  time  with  regard 
to  the  lack  of  water  pressure  at  the  highest  points  of  the 
district,  especially  on  certain  days  of  the  wee k when  demands 
were  heavy.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  improvements  to 
the  supply  will  be  undertaken  t the  earliest  opportunity. 

The  towns  water  supply  was  obtained,  as  in  previous  years, 
from  the  Barnsley  Corporation.  It  is  an  upland  supply  and 
comparatively  soft. 
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5.  MALE  LODGING  HOUSE. 


Premises  in  Union  Street,  Hemsworth,  continued  to  serve 
as  a Lodging  House  throughout  the  year.  Accommodation  for 
51  males  were  fully  utilised.  A joint  inspection  of  these 
premises  by  the  owner  and  a Council  Sub-Committee  during  the 
August  of  this  year  resulted  eventually  in  the  provision 
of  an  electricity  supply  to  the  Lodging  House,  the  installation 
of  a hot  water  system  to  the  kitchen,  and  a promise  of  floor 
coverings  to  the  bedrooms  . These  improvements  have 

undoubtedly  gone  a long  way  to  promote  a comfortable  standard 
of  living  accommodation  for  the  residents  of  these  premises. 

40  routine  inspections  were  made  during  the  year.  At 
all  times  the  premises  were  found  to  be  well  maintained  by 
the  landlady  who  deserves  credit  fro  the  responsibilities 
she  undertook  during  the  year. 


6.  CARAVAN  SUES. 


There  were  no  licensed  sites  within  the  district  at  any 
tine  during  the  year.  A site  adjoining  Kirkby  Road  was  used 
temporarily  by  members  of  the  Showman's  Guild  and  no  nuisance 
was  created  during  the  periods  of  occupation.  20  visits  to 
various  sites  throughout  the  district  were  made  during  the  year 
to  deal  with  caravans  in  temporary  occupation.  The  occupants 
were  invariably  of  the  itinerant  vendor  class,  trading  in 
the  district,  who  had  little  intention  of  stayling  long  within 
the  district.  No  nuisance  was  allowed  to  be  created  at 
any  one  site  . 


7 * OFFENSIVE  TRADES  . 

There  were  3 trades  listed  under  this  heading  within  the 
districts  during  the  year.  21  visits  of  inspection  were  made, 
18  of  these  to  a tripe  boiler  premises  at  Hemsworth.  The 
boiler  chimneys  at  the  tripe  boiler  premises  required  attention 
to  abate  a smoke  nuisance,  and  with  the  full  co-operation  of  the 
owner  of  the  premises,  the  nuisance  ’was  abated. 


PART  II. 


8.  FOOD  ADMINISTRATION  AND  INSPECTION. 


Duties  under  this  heading  were  mainly  concentrated  on 
meat  inspection,  the  implementation  of  food  byelaws  concerning 
food  preparation  and  sale,  milk  supply  and  distribution  and 
attention  to  ine  • cream  storage  premises.  These  are  dealt 
with  under  their  respective  headings. 

ifeat  Inspection. 

Meat  rationing  continued  throughout  the  year  and  the 
Ministry  of  Food  continued  the  use  of  premises  at  Market  Street 
in  Hemsworth,  for  the  14th  consecutive  year  for  the 
slaughtering  of  animals  for  food  and  for  receiving  and 
distributing  imported  meats.  The  Ministry  of  Food  premises 
served  both  the  Rural  and  Urban  Districts  and  duties  of  meat 
inspection  were  shared  with  the  Rural  District. 
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The  figures  show,  refer  to  animals  inspected  by  your 
Inspector  and  represent  appr oximately  50%  of  the  activities 
of  ohe  slaughterhouse.  The  population  served  was 

approximately  60,000.  The  following  figures  are  relevant 

to  meat  inspection  duties:" 


Catfc  ie 

Sheep  & 

— , 

ex  . cows  . 

Cows  . 

Calves  . 

Pigs  . 

Pi  gs 

No.  of  animals  killed 

909 

224 

47 

4737. 

1444 

No.  of  animals  inspected 

909 

224 

47 

4737 

1444 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberulosis  . 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 
No.  of  carcases  of  which 

2 

1 

2 

28 

20 

some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned . 

/*  number  inspected  with 
disease  other  than 

453 

101 

2 

2470 

776 

Tuberculosis  . 

50.0 

49.5 

8.5 

52.7 

55.1 

Tuberculosis  only. 

"Thole  carcases  condemned 
No.  of  carcases  of  which 

1 

5 

- 

- 

4 

some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned . 

% number  inspected 

161 

88 

- 

- 

52 

affected  with  Tuberculosis 

17.8 

41.5 

- 

- 

. 

CO 

, ^ ^ The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  amounted 

to  li  tons,  15  cwrts.  1 qr.  6 lbs  made  up  3S  follows 

Total 

Offal . 


Carcase  Meat 


T.  C 

* • 

Tbs  . 

Cattle 

2 5 

1 

4 

Sheep 

9 

3 

18 

Pigs 

1 1 

1 

22 

Calves 

3 

27 

Totals 

3 17 

2 

15 

Amongst 

the 

meat 

T.  C.  Q.  lbs 

7 14  2 4 
1 18  3 10 

1 5 3 24 

1 9 

10  17  2 19 


Tuberculous  • 
T .“C.  Q . lbs 


2 20 
2 19 


following  :• 


6 2 1 11 


were  the 


% Tuber, 
culcus  • 


54 

27 

41 


Beasts . 


9 whole  carcases  and  all  organs 
4 hindquarters. 

4 forequarters 
287  livers . 

267  part  livers. 

12  9 heads  and  tongues. 

397  lungs. 

74  mesenteries 
46  stomachs  . 

77  udders  . 

Calve  s . 


2 whole  carcases  and  all 
organs  . 


She  ep . 

28  whole  carcases  and  all 
organs . 

66  plucks  . 

2182  lungs . 

401  livers. 

18  stomachs. 

Pigs. 

24  whole  carcases  and  all 
organs  . 

36  heads  . 

125  plucks . 

625  lungs . 

37  livers  . 

156  stomachs  and  intestines 
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The  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  represents 
approximately  5/0  of  the  carcase  and  offal  weights  inspected  and 
is  not  unduly  heavy.  Tuberculosis  %vas  again  the  principal 
source  of  condemnation  for  beasts  and  pigs  and  parasitic 
conditions  for  the  sheep. 

The  disposal  of  condemned  meat  and  offal  was  kept  under 
rigid  control  and  was  removed  under  contract  to  processing  firms. 
There  were  occasions  during  the  year  when  the  contractings  firms 
did  not  promptly  remove  the  condemned  material  but  complaint 
to  the  Ministry  of  Food  usually  brought  results. 

The  slaughterhouse  premises  were  excellently  managed 
throughout  the  year  and  were  a model  of  cleanliness  at  all  times. 
Credit  ia.  lue  to  the  contractor  concerned  for  the  interest  shown 
in  this  matter.  The  slaughterhouse  staff  and  Ministry  of  Food 
officials  gave  every  co-operation  to  make  duties  of  meat 
inspection  run  smoothly. 

I;feat  distribution  to  butchers’  shops  within  the  Rural 
and  Urban  Districts  were  undertaken  by  the  lo«al  contractor 
responsible  for  the  slaughterhouse  and  was  undertaken  in  a 
cleanly  and  efficient  manner. 

9.  FOOD  BYSLAiffS  - FOOD  PREPARATION  AND  SALE. 

80  inspections  were  made  of  food  preparing  premises  within 
the  district  during  the  year  with  a view  to  furthering  the  cleaner 
food  campaign  commenced  /in  1962. 

Unfortunately  it  was  not  possible  to  pursue  work  under  this 
heading  with  any  consistency  due  to  pressure  of  other  duties, 
and  it  must  be  regretted  that  a considerable  amount  of  work 
is  still  outstanding.  The  canteens  in  the  district  were 
inspected  from  time  to  time  and  improvement  affected  to  two 
of  the  larger  canteens  in  an  attempt  to  promote  cleaner  food 
preparation . 

Some  traders  continued  to  concentrate  rather  more  on 
display  than  on  protection  of  food  stuffs  likely  to  be  contaminated 
by  dust,  flies  etc.  It  is  hoped  that  eventually  all  such 
commodities  will  be  protected  by  glass  screening  or  other  suitable 
screening,  and  the  public  can  play  an  important  part  in  this 
campaign  by  pointing  out  to  offending  traders  any  obvious  food 
contarrdna  tion  • 


10.  SHOPS  ACT  1950  - SECTION  38. 

This  section  refers  to  sanitary  accommodation  available 
for  shops  and  during  the  year  six  unsatisfactory  conditions  were 
found  and  remedied . 


11.  ICE  CREAM. 

21  shops  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  £*•  cream 
during  the  year.  All  icE  cream  was  supplied  by  manuf acturers 
outside  the  district  to  these  shops  and  all  ice  cream  was 
v^ra^ped  and  held  in  suitable  electrically  controlled 
refrigerators  pending  sale.  There  were  no  manufacturers  of 
ice  cream  within  the  district  at  any  time  during  the  year* 

This  commodity  presented  no  problem  by  way  of  inspection, 
andno  sampling  was  undertalon  as  we  -'were  advised  that  routine 
samples  were  already  being  taken  at  the  source  of  manufacture. 
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1HLK  SUPPLY  AND  DISTRIBUTION. 


12. 


By  far  the  majority  of  milk  retailed  within  the  district 
was  bottled  designated  milk,  i .e  . pasteurised,  sterilised,  or 
tuberculin  tested  raw  milk.  These  milks  were  supplied  from 
supervised  dairies  in  adjoining  towns,  and  tie  main  concern 
therefore,  was  centred  on  distribution  locally  rather  than  on 
the  production  of  milk. 


Representations  were  made  to  one  of  the  larger  dairies 
supplying  milk  within  the  district  in  an  attempt  to  improve 
the  distribution  service  by  way  of  abolishing  dumps  of  milk 
crates  on  open  land  throughout  the  district,  and  though  there  was 
some  improvement  following  our  representations  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  'the  dumping  of  milk  crates  did  persist. 

The  Dairy  Company  concerned  have  advised  that  it  is  their 
intention  to  introduce  mechanised  transport  within  the  district 
to  replace  hand-dr  awn  carts  but  they  -were  not  in  a position  to 
do  so  as  the  year  ended,  I shall  be  glad  to  see  this 
impr  ovement . 

One  local  producer  continued  to  retail  raw  undesignated 
milk  in  the  Kinsley  district  during  the  year.  I am  not  at  all 
happy  about  this  arrangement  and  feel  that  this  supply  should 
be  converted  to  an  entirely  designated  supoly  at  the 
earliest  opportunity. 

Four  samples  of  raw  milk  were  submitted  for  biological 
examination  (presence  of  tuberculosis)  to  che  Public  Health 
Laboratory  service  during  the  year.  All  samples  gave 
negative  results.-  The  position  with  regard  to  milk 
retailers  within  your  district  is  as  follows 


Number  of  licences  in  force  for: 


No  . of  No  . of 

Dealers.  Supplementary  Licences 


(a)  pasteurised  '.3.1k 

(b)  Sterilised  '3 lk. 

(c)  Tuberculin  Tested  Raw 

(d)  Accredited  1,3 lk 


5 3 

10  1 

Milk  - 1 

1 1 


PARI  III. 

13.  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 


Four  side  loaded  covered  refuse  collection  vehicles  were 
in  regular  use  during  the  year.  Each  vehicle  was  manned  by  a 
driver  and  a loader  and  was  responsible  for  approximately  a 
quarter  of  the  work  required  within  the  district.  This 
arrangement  worked  satisfactorily.  From  time  to  time,  especially 
after  holiday  periods  and  following  prolonged  periods  of  bad 
weather,  an'  additional  vehicle  was  brought  into  use  to  cope 
with  the  extra  work.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  addition 

of  dustbins  s.erving  new  housing  estates  throughout  the  district 
began  to  be ’'felt  and  it  was  necessary  to  re-organise  somewhat 
the  four  working  districts  . An  extra  man  was  placed  witlq6ne 
round  for  one  day  each  week. 

All  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  a measure  of  controlled 
tipp’ing.  The  Rotherham  Road  site  continued  in  use  and  one  man 
was  employed  full  time  on  this  tip.  Fires  on  the  tip  caused 
a considerable  nuisance  during  the  summer  months;  they  were 
'undoubtedly  started  bytrespassers  who  failed  to  realise  the 
seriousness  of  their  actions. 
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Negotiations  for  new  tipping  sites  were  carried 
' on  during  the  year  in  view  of  the  limited  amount  of  tipping 
space  available  at  Rotherham  Road  and  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  arrangements  were  made  for  preliminary  work  on 
drainage  to  be  carried  out  at  a disused  quarry  at  Shaw  Kill 
Hemsworth,  to  enable  tipping  to  commence.  Negotiations 
were  eventually  successful  to  obtain  the  use  of  a portion 
of  the  disused  Hemsworth  Brickyard.  So  far  as  tipping  space 
is  concerned,  it  would  appear  that  the  Council  should  have 
little  refuse/problems  for  the  next  few  years. 

disposal 

The  cost  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  during 
the  year  amounted  to  £5,82  6.  8.  3d.  Repairs  to  vehicles 
cost  £660,  petrol  and  oil  £689.  2 . 3d.  Comparative 
figures  for  1952  were  £5,202.  1.  2d,  £693.  6.  0»  and 
£757.  7.  Id  respectively. 

SALVAGE. 


Salvaged  waste  paper  dining  1951  and  1952  brought 
in  receipts  of  £622  and  £247  respectively,  but  waste  paper 
was  not  saLvaged  from  refuse  during  the  year  under  review 
due  to  an  absence  of  demands  from  the  Paper  Mills.  It  was, 
therefore,  necessary  to  dispose  of  this  material  on  the 
refuse  tip  and  this  was  done  by  burning  as  much  as  possible  - 
an  outsize  job  when  quantities  amounted  to  over  a ton  per  week. 

Scrap  tins  and  metals  classed  under  the  term 
"destructor  scrap"  were  salvaged,  and  during  the  year 
8 tons  Htt  cwts  . were  sold  at  £3  per  ton. 


PART  IV. 

14.  FACTORIES  . 

2i  premises  we  re  registered  as  factory  premises  within 
the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year.  No  serious  matters  were 
encountered  during  periods  of  inspection,  and  the  standard 
of  sanitation  was  satisfactory. 

The  following  information  was  given  to  the  Ministry 
of  Labour  with  regard  to  the  inspection  of  factories  within 
the  district  during  1953  . 


Numbe  r of 

Premi  se  s 

No . on 
regi  ster 

Inspe  ctions 

Written 

Noti ces 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

1.  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, 4 & 6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
local  authority  (i  .e  . 
factories  with  no 
mechanical  power)  . 

7 

17 

- 

- 

2.  Factories  not  included 
in  1 to  which  Section 

7 applies  (sanitary 
accommodation)  , i .e  . 
factories  with 
mechanical  power 

19 

50 

- 

- 

3.  Other  premises  under  t 
Act,  i .e  . 7Torks  of 
Building  etc . 

ae 

3 

6 

- 

- 

Particulars  of  cases 


which  defects  were  found. 


in 


Found  . Remedied . 


1.  I'Vant  of  cleanliness  nil  nil 

2.  Unreasonable  temperature  nil  NIL 

3.  Defective  sanitary  conveniences  1 3. 

4.  Insufficient  sanitary  conveniences  1 1 


Sections  1,2, 3, 4, 6 and  7 of  the  Factories  Act,  1937, 
refer  to  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature,  ventilation, 
drainage  of  floors  and  sanitary  conveniences  respectively. 

15  * AT  IQS  PEER  IC  PQLLUT  ION  . 

The  coke  Ovens  Works  and  the  Colliery  chimneys  at 
Fitzwilliam  were  a ain  the  principal  source  of  smoke  and 
fumes  nuisance  within  the  district.  During  Sune , the 
Coke  Ovens  Management  found  it  necessary  to  undertake  a 
repair  job  which  resulted  in  the  emission  of  dense  fumes 
over  a prolonged  period.  Unfortunately  for  all  concerned 
atmospheric  conditions  were  not  favourable  and  a school  sited 
a short  distance  from  the  works  was  particularly  inconvenienced. 
As  a result  of  this  and  other  similar  emissions  during  the 
past  years,  the  Council  ordered  an  investigation  with  a view 
to  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance  from  this  source. 

Advice  was  sought  from  organisations  familiar  with  Coke 
Ovens  practice,  from  the  Inspectorate  of  Alkali  etc.  '.Yorks  and 
other  experts  in  the  field.  In  December  of  the  year  under 
review,  a Council  Sub-Committee  met  representatives  of  the 
Coke  Oven  Company  to  discuss  the  matter. 

as 

It  has  to  be  recorded  that/the  year  ended  there  appeared 
little  immediate  prospect  of  a satisfactory  solution  being 
reached  with  regard  to  smoke  and  fume  emissions  from  this 
source.  Emissions  of  grit  and  fume  during  the  discharge  of 
an  oven  were  J?|pa.d  to  be  inevitable  though  they  were  severely 
aggravated  when  insufficiently  carbonised  fuel  was  pushed 
out.  Further,  the  plant  was  said  by  all  who  knew  it  to 
incorporate  all  known  methods  to  reduce  air  pollution  to 
a minimum.  The  Management  said  they  were  anxious  to  adopt 
any  methods  calculated  to  improve  the  position  in  this 
respect  and  undertook  to  effect  major  repairs  involving  the 
discharge  of  "green  gas"  to  atmosphere  as  far  as  possible  only 
when  atmospheric  conditions  were  favourable  for  the  district. 

Nevertheless  one  cannot  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that 
dwellinghouses  and  schools  are  situate  in  close  proximity  to  thi 
olant . The  nuisance  and  danger  to  health  are  very  real  and 
it  is  sincerely  hoped  that  every  effort  will  continue  to  be  made 
by  the  Management  and  by  the  research  staffs  of  the  industry  to 
improve  the  position. 

The  two  colliery  chimneys  were  a continual  source  of 
nuisance  but  the  responsible  authorities,  while  not  converting 
the  stoking  arrangements  to  mechanical  feeding  of  boilers 
as  was  hoped  (part  conversion  was , however,  completed  in 
1954),  do  intend  to  convert  them  at  the  earliest  possible 
opportunity.  Once  this  is  completed,  black  smoke  emissions 
from  this  source  should  be  a thing  of  the  past. 

Readings  were  taken  monthly  during  the  year  of  the 
soot  deposit  gauge  sited  at  Vale  Head  Park,  and  the  collected 
monthly  totals  gave  a reading  of  145.42  tons  per  square  mile. 
The  figures  for  1952  and  1951  were  132  .56  and  140*60  tons 
per  square  mile  respectively. 
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16. 


EATS  AND  MCE. 


109  infestations  were  dealt  with  during  the  year 
requring  375  visits  in  aggregate  to  effect  clearances.  At 
no  time  during  the  year  were  there  any  serious  infestations, 
and  all  infestations  reported  or  found  responded  to  either 
of  the  two  poisons  used,  i .e . zinc  phosphide  and  "Warfarin”. 

Allotments,  sewage  works,  and  the  Council's  refuse  tip 
were  given  routine  monthly  inspections  and  the  larger 
infestations  were  usually  confined  to  one  of  these  sources. 

Farmers  within  the  district  were  encouraged  to  take 
advantage  of  the  contract  service  offered  by  the  County 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  and  as  the  larger 
farmsteads  were  already  under  contract,  little  infestatior %- 
work  was  necessary  in  this  respect  as  far  as  farms  and  farm 
lands  Trere  concerned. 

The  Council  did  not  generally  encourage  contract  work 
on  its  own  behalf  during  the  year,  but  did  undertake  to  clear 
all  reported  or  found  infestations  at  the  Southmoor  Hospital 
within  the  district. 

A 10/1  sewer  test  was  undertaken  during  August  and 
showed  the  sewers  of  the  district  to  be,  in  the  main,  free 
from  rat  infestation.  Four  sewer  manholes  in  the  Hemsworth 
district  were  found  to  be  li gjntly  infested  and  the  appropriate 
treatment  was  given  to  clear  these  minor  infestations. 

One  man  was  employed  part-time  on  work  under  this 
heading  and  his  services  were  available  to  deal  with  all  the 
necessary  inspection  and  clearance  work  found  in  the 
district . 

As  in  previous  years  the  policy  of  the  Council  was  to 
charge  for  the  services  rendered  to  business  premises  and 
to  give  free  service  to  all  other  types  of  infestations. 

Active  membership  was  continued  on  the  planning  and 
Advisory  Committee  constituted  from  seven  neighbouring 
authorities.  Meetings  were  held  quarterly  at  Pontefract 

during  the  year,  when  information  on  rodent  control  was  either 
exchanged  or  obtained  from  Ministry  of  Agriculture  advisers. 

17.  IN FEC  T IOUS  D 3S  E AS  ES  . 

Enquiries  were  undertaken  in  all  reported  cases  of 
notifiable  diseases  during  the  year  and  the  rele\Tant  details 
passed  on  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

18  . PETROLEUM  LICENCES  . 

14  premises  were  licenced  for  the  storage  of  petroleum 
spirit  within  the  district  during  the  year  and  visits  of 
inspection  were  made  for  relicencing  purposes. 

In  conclusion,  I am  very  glad  to  offer  my  thanks  to 
the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Committee  for  the  interest  and 
confidence  held  in  me  during  the  year  under  review.  I would 
also  like  to  thank  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his 
interest  and  support  at  all  times,  and  also  the  indoor  and 
outdoor  staffs  of  the  Council  for  their  ever  willing  assistance 
throughout  the  year  . 

I am,  Mrs.  Daykin  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

C .H.  SEAL, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


' 

■ 


. 


